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ESS: Background €

Survey

Academic cross-national survey measuring attitudes
 Face-to-face interviews every two years (since 2002)
 Over 380,000 interviews completed

8 rounds completed in 36 countries

« Currently undertaking Round 9 fieldwork

 Each round: core questions plus 2 rotating modules

« All data free for non commercial use _ —

« Over 135,000 registered users

« 3,904 academic publications use data (2004-17)

&« www.europeansocialsurvey.org




ESS and the environment
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Aims to:

« Strengthen social science research across Europe and beyond by
overcoming fragmentation and fostering interoperability, harmonisation
and innovation

» Equip social science infrastructures to play a major role in addressig key
societal challenges and ensure that national and European policy
making is built on a firm socio-economic evidence base

Promote the value of the social sciences to the wider research
community, and policymakers

P European G P
c 3?5'5' ° C 2SS d d G/ ® ,* Wagelndicator.org
- SHARE
*»* ERIC European Values Study

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 654221.




@ SSHOC

Social Sciences and Humanities Open
Cloud

» Creating Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH) part of European
Open Science Cloud (EOSC)

L]

» Maximising re-use of data through Open Science and FAIR
principles

* Interconnecting existing and new infrastructures
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Union's Horizon 2020 project call H2020-INFRAEOSC-04-2018, grant agreement # 823782.




A source of data on

PUBLIC ATTITUDES TO
THE ENVIRONMENT

AND ENVIRONMENTAL
POLICIES



Survey are an important source of data I
on what people think L -

“When considering new policies, governments in the past were often
ignorant of their citizens’ preferences and needs. Now European
governments have a source for counteracting that ignorance.”
Professor Sir Roger Jowell CBE

Co-founder and first Director of the ESS

« ESS: Round 8 (2016/17) 30 item rotating module on attitudes to
climate change and energy
2-3 items added to core questionnaire from 2020/21
« Climate change beliefs
« Energy preferences and concerns for energy security
« Personal efficacy beliefs
« Environmental policy preferences

* International Social Survey Programme (ISSP) 60 item module on
environment 1990, 2000, 2010, 2020 (http://w.issp.org/menu-top/home/)

« European/World Values Study (EVS/WVS) Short environmental
attitudes battery (https://europeanvaluesstudy.eu/)

&« www.europeansocialsurvey.org




Worried about climate change

ESS Round 8 (2016/17)
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Topline findings report, September 2018 " European

Soc
Survgr

23.2%

42.4%

Increase fossil fuel taxes Subsidise renewables

= Strongly in favour
Somewhat in favour
Neither in favour nor against
= Somewhat against
&« www.europeansocialsurvey.org = Strongly against

DK/refusal




Fossil fuel energy consumption (% of total)
(World Bank 2015; LT/RU 2014)
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In favour of increased taxes on fossil fuels (ESS Round 8)
Fossil fuel energy consumption (World Bank)
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A source of data on

IMPACT OF THE
ENVIRONMENT ON
SOCIETY



Surveys are a source of microdata on .
health and wellbeing ... | =

« Subjective: Core questions on subjective wellbeing, self-
reported health (ESS, European Quality of Life Survey
(Eurofound))

* Objective biomeasures: Physical measurement, biomarkers,

wearables (SHARE = http://www.share-project.org/speciaI-data-sets/biomarker.html)
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... which can be combined with European

— Socia

environmental data Srvey

 Significant associations found between various measures of regional air
quality and life satisfaction

« (Geographic variation in temperature /humidity correlated with life satisfaction
as well as willingness to pay to tackle climate change

Cunado, Juncal, and Fernando Pérez De Gracia. "Environment and happiness: New evidence for Spain."
Social Indicators Research 112.3 (2013): 549-567.

Ferreira, Susana, et al. "Life satisfaction and air quality in Europe." Ecological Economics 88 (2013): 1-10.

Murray, Thomas, David Maddison, and Katrin Rehdanz. "Do Geographical Variations in Climate Influence
Life-Satisfaction?." Climate Change Economics 4.01 (2013): 1350004.

Wang, Fenglong, and Donggen Wang. "Place, geographical context and subjective well-being: State of art and future
directions." Mobility, sociability and well-being of urban living. Springer, Berlin, Heidelberg, 2016._189-230.

&« www.europeansocialsurvey.org




Thing to think about

COMBINING SOCIAL
SURVEY AND
ENVIRONMENTAL
DATA



To think about 655222 an

Survey

Survey sample sizes — scope for sub-national analyses

Data linkage — disclosure risk, geocodes, data repositories

e ESS multilevel data (https://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/data/multilevel/)

Looking beyond social surveys — social media data,
experiments, media content analysis

Dissemination and collaboration across subject areas

Oane ESS Multilevel Data
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https://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/data/multilevel/

Public attitudes matter in
democratic societies. They reflect what
citizens believe, want, fear and prefer.
They are difficult to measure, are often
unexpressed, and cannot be inferred
from electoral choices alone... This is why
the ESS exists. It is specifically designed
to meet the exacting demands of
academics, policymakers and civil society
alike for rigorous cross-national data on
social attitudes and behaviour

Professor Sir Roger Jowell,
Founding Director of the European Social Survey
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CONTACT
© sarah.butt.1@city.ac.uk
€ www.europeansocialsurvey.org
W @QESS Survey
f EuropeanSocialSurvey
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